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TAR A

Abgtract from:
Memorendum to Pivector of Centrsl Intelligence from
Inspector Gencral dated 19 ¥ovenber 1955, Subject:
Burvey of the Foreign Doewments Division, Office of
Operations

. .. "), There is also & conflict of effort between FID and 051
on the trsoalation and publicsatilen of meterials on the "Presidlunm,
Acalemy of Sciences, USER.” Tbe first two volwmes on this subject,
consisting of 301 pages, were done by ¥FID linguists and dissenivated
as z Supmery on 30 August 1050 under the title of 'Informmtion on
résdomy of Belonces USER Colimted from Bussian Published Sources.’
translation covering s yeried from 1645 to 1950 wes mblished in
as. According o the prefece, the materinl came Trom Boviet
scientific periodicsl litersture and was composed of unevaluated
inforzmiion. This was the first effort of its kind and was generally
well received by the intelligemece copmmmnilye.

*k. HResesrch moslyste in O8I felt, however, ihet the translations
of FID vere not adequate. The informetion, they asserted, ‘had not
been gclectively filtered . . . 1% W& pot complete; it mixed cld and
now informeiion to the detriment of an understapding on viat vere the
conponente in existence at the time . . ' It was also stated in OBX
thet ¥ID's work on this subject ‘did not snswer the intelligence guestions
. . «' end 8§18 not present ‘s satisfactory pictwre of how the Preaidive
was organized; which units were suhordinate to others, the wagnitude
of the effori, ithe range ard character of its interesis apd responsibilities
and other guestions of thiz sort . . .t The translstions from open
RBussian litersture on this subject were therefure taken over by 081
following &n sgrecment between the AD/O and the AD/BI in & wemorandus
Aated 5 Qotober 1W5l.

*1. ‘fhe major study produced by OEX on the Presidlm conpisted
of 154 pages and was published on ah March 195k. The prefece of this
volume states that it contalne ‘material tracslated from Russlsn langusge
publications . - . for the perdod 1986 through June 1953.' The bulk of
he information contained in this volume wWas teken from the Acadeny
periodical, Vestnik Aksdemil fauk SGER. This study of the Prosidion
covers mmch of the materisl already transiated by FDD and contalns
unevaluated exploited material from foreign lsnguape documents with &
rew references from alrendy mublished English sources.

"m. lenguage krnowledge 1s, indecd, & tool of resesrch, snd 81
soelyats must have cangiderable linguistic facility, bub 1+ 48 not one
of 0BI's functions to trensiate, exploit and produce mevaimted informs-
tion. By CIA Regulation 1-130 the AD/SI is charged with the responsibility
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for producing finished evaluated intelligence in scientific apd
technical fields. In the ssme Regulation the AD/O has the
responsibility Tor exploiting forelgn language publications for
information. The following 1s:

Recommended: (1} the AD/SI, in copsultation with the ABjO, should
Tescind the memoranium of agreememt dated 5 October 1951 whereby
OST was 4o sssume the responsibility for trasslating, exploiting
and pablishing unevaluated information on the Presidims of the
Acadexmy of Sciences, USSR; (2) fn all future siudies of this mature,
AD/SI sbould avail himeelf of the professioval linguistic services
cf ¥OD; (3) when lengthy projects are organized im 08I requiring
material from open foreige lsaguage documents, careful terms ot
reference should be prepared which will go frr toward sliminmating
possible srrors ia choices of materials snd sssurinsg that the
'sagrnituie of the sffort’® snd the ‘range and characier of interests’

“n., This reconmeniation should not reduce im any way the
work of OSI linguists in various languages a8 a part of thelr normal
research in the production of finmished and evaluated intelligence.
But an siherence to this recomsendation, coupled vith careful praject
plamning, will relieve OSI smalysts of haviag to trapslate and
exploit their own meterial. This will release them for the more
important analytical tasks required of scientific intellipence
resaarch specialists.”




